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1919, Wiest, George S., Jr., Ladderman, 

Truck 02; 1975, Wiley, Joseph R., Firefighter, 
Ladder 27; 1920, Wilfrin, Harry, Hoseman, En-
gine 43; 1949, Wilkinson, Ray, Batt. Chief, 
Battalion 4; 1884, Williams, Henry, Hoseman, 
Engine 27; 1907, Wilson, Charles E., Foreman, 
Engine 11; 1945, Wilson, Howard, Hoseman, 
Engine 01; 1954, Wilson, Thomas, Firefighter, 
Engine 29; 1918, Wirth, Harry, Lieutenant, 
Engine 41; 1910, Wittig, Gustave, Foreman, 
Engine 15; 1942, Wolf, Frank W., Hoseman, 
Engine 33; 1872, Wolf, George W., Ladderman, 
Truck A; 1944, Woodruff, Francis, Hoseman, 
Engine 30; 1880, Woolston, William, Hoseman, 
Engine 23; 1991, Yale, Stephen D., Fire-
fighter, Ladder 29; 1951, Young, Frank J., 
Batt. Chief, Battalion 2; 1919, Zorr, Charles, 
Hoseman, Pipe Line 2. 
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HONORING RONDO PLAZA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize residents of the historic Rondo 
neighborhood of Saint Paul, Minnesota as the 
community comes together to seek hope and 
healing. Earlier this fall, it was an honor to join 
community leaders to break ground on a 
Rondo Commemorative Plaza as a first step 
toward reconciliation for this neighborhood that 
was torn apart during the construction of the 
National Interstate Highway System in the 
1960s. Like so many predominately black 
urban neighborhoods around the nation, cul-
tural, social, and political trauma stemming 
from this civic wound still scars our community 
today. 

Old Rondo was Saint Paul’s largest and 
most prominent African American community 
centered around a once thriving street called 
Rondo Avenue. From the 1900 to the early 
1960’s African Americans migrated from the 
south to seek good jobs and Saint Paul’s rich 
and vibrant quality of life. Generations created 
and invested in businesses, schools, civic or-
ganizations and families. 

When plans were made for a National Inter-
state Highway System, people of color, those 
of limited means or political representation 
were not at the table. Designs for Interstate 94 
landed squarely on Rondo. Over the cries and 
protest of its residents, bulldozers were 
brought in, and Rondo Avenue and the homes 
and businesses nearby were razed. This tight- 
knit community was devastated. During the 
decades since the freeway was built, longtime 
residents have worked hard to rebuild a com-
munity lost. Thanks to them today the spirit of 
Rondo’s neighbors still burns bright. 

Immutable leaders like Marvin ‘‘Roger’’ An-
derson, Floyd Smaller, Nathaniel Khaliq, 
Debbie Montgomery and countless others 
have brought tireless dedication and commit-
ment to restoring the Rondo spirit and commu-
nity. They’ve begun successful local festivals 
like Rondo Days and the Selby Avenue Jazz 
Festival which bring community together in 
new ways to celebrate and chart a new future. 

While, nothing can be done to undo the in-
justice that was done to the Rondo community 
more than four decades ago, that doesn’t 
mean nothing should be done to help our resi-
dents remember our history so that we don’t 
repeat it again. Anderson and other Rondo 
leaders are planning the Rondo Commemora-

tive Plaza as a tangible place to acknowledge 
and confront the dark chapter in Saint Paul’s 
relationship with its African American commu-
nity. It will be a place to remember the vibrant 
Rondo neighborhood, and continue moving 
forward into the 21st century—with all voices 
at the table. 

This plaza will be a beautiful community 
gathering spot to learn about Rondo through 
written and oral presentations, music and art. 
It will serve as a social gathering place for all 
generations, for visitors to appreciate and re-
member the history of Rondo and the strength 
of residents that lives on. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the strong will and unassailable pride of the 
Rondo community as they build the Rondo 
Commemorative Plaza. We look forward to the 
grand opening of this special place and the 
big step in healing and reconciliation of the 
past. 
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TRIBUTE TO ARJUN GANGA 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Arjun 
Ganga, a senior at Valley High School in West 
Des Moines, Iowa, for earning a perfect score 
on his American College Testing (ACT) exam-
ination. 

Arjun is one of only 2,235 students out of 
2.1 million 2017 high school test-takers who 
earned this very rare honor. He was one of 
five students in his Valley High School class to 
earn the top composite score of 36, a mile-
stone that had never before been reached in 
the school’s history. He was able to accom-
plish this impressive feat while still remaining 
active in a number of extracurricular activities, 
including: co-founding and co-directing the 
Des Moines Student-to-Student STEM Speak-
er Series, Science Bowl, tennis team, the Prin-
cipal’s Advisory Council, National Honor Soci-
ety, student government, National Council on 
Youth Leadership, and the Silver Cord Volun-
teer Program. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Arjun for his hard- 
work, dedication, and commitment to excel-
lence. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating him and in wishing him nothing 
but continued success. 
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21ST CENTURY CURES ACT 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the 21st Century Cures Act. The bill 
is not perfect, but it makes important progress 
on key health and addiction treatments that 
will help people in Maryland and across the 
country. 

Maryland’s drug poisoning death rate is 
higher than the national average, with both 
urban and rural areas facing the scourge of 
opioid addiction and death. This bill will pro-
vide $1 billion in funding to states for new pro-

grams to combat the opioid and heroin epi-
demic. It also takes critical steps to improve 
our nation’s mental health system by reauthor-
izing several grant programs aimed at crisis 
response, behavioral health integration in pe-
diatric primary care, and diversion from the 
criminal justice system to community-based 
services. 

Additionally, the 21st Century Cures Act 
aims to improve the discovery, development, 
and delivery of medical treatments. It creates 
incentives for new scientists to begin their ca-
reer in research, requires more input from pa-
tients, and modernizes clinical trials—all of 
which will help advance treatments for rare 
diseases such as childhood cancer. 

The bill allocates over $6 billion in new in-
vestments to implement vital health priorities 
such as the President’s Brain Research 
through Advancing Innovative Neurotechnolo-
gies (BRAIN) Initiative that will help us to bet-
ter understand the human brain and could 
lead to cures to diseases such as Alzheimer’s. 
Additionally, the funding will go towards the 
President’s Precision Medicine and the Vice 
President’s Cancer Moonshot Initiatives by 
dedicating $4.8 billion to the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH). The inclusion of $500 million 
for the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
will help make its approval process more effi-
cient and accelerate treatments to patients. 
Maryland is proud to be home to so many fed-
eral agencies that are leading the fight to im-
prove the health of all Americans, and I will 
keep fighting to provide the resources they 
need in this effort. 

Furthermore, the package includes legisla-
tion I authored—Advancing Research for Neu-
rological Diseases Act. It will create a neuro-
logical disease surveillance program at the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), which 
would provide a foundation for evaluating and 
understanding factors of neurological diseases 
like Multiple Sclerosis and Parkinson’s. 

While the bill includes important bipartisan 
provisions, I am concerned that this bill in-
cludes far less funding than what was included 
in the Cures package considered by the 
House last year. Additionally, Congressional 
Republicans refused to allow for the funding in 
this bill to be mandatory. Instead, Congress 
will have to vote annually to make the funding 
available as part of the appropriations proc-
ess—the American people must hold us ac-
countable to deliver on this promise. Finally, I 
still have concerns with some provisions that 
might impact patient safety, but I understand 
that FDA worked with Congress on the provi-
sions that relate to their agency to provide 
feedback—much of which was incorporated. I 
look forward to continuing to work with the 
FDA through implementation to safeguard pa-
tients. 

As a country, we must work together to 
combat drug addiction and prioritize medical 
research. The Cures Act moves this effort for-
ward, but we are far from finished. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
600 on final passage of S. 294, the National 
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